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Background  
 

 

• The National Library of Estonia is the 
biggest publicly open library and literary 

culture preservation centre in Estonia with 
over 3.5 million books 

 

• A sound recording’s collection in NLE 
within Fine Arts Information Centre 

 



 

• Being a national library we are to collect 
every Estonia-related sound recording  

 

• One copy if each published item is placed 

into the archive 

 



• Sound recordings’ collection is built since 
1961 

 

• Legal deposit of recordings is in effect 
since 1997 



National Bibliography (erb.nlib.ee) 

 

 



Archive collection of Estonian 

sound recordings  

 

• records     1680  17% 

• audio cassettes   2330  23% 

• CD-s     6150  60% 

 

• total     10160 



Production of Tallinn Audio 

Cassette Factory (70s, 80s) 

 

•Photos by M. Kruut 



Production of Tallinn Audio 

Cassette Factory (70s, 80s) 

 



1990s 

 



 

Cassette production through 

decades 

 

• 1970s  23  1% 

• 1980s  203  9% 

• 1990s  1410  60% 

• 2000s  677  29% 

• 2010s  17  1% 

 

• Total:   2330 



• The digitization work was launched in the 
beginning of 2009 

 

• In the first place the copies were made on 
CDs  



Digital archive Digar 

Since 2004  

 

DIGAR contains:  

 

• digital books  sheet music  

• journals    post cards  

• newspapers   posters    

• magazines   web archive 

• maps      

 

 



Digital archive Digar  

 

 

• As a recent addition, from 2013 also sound files 

of digitized audio cassettes are put into Digar 

 

• Most of the 2330 audio cassettes are digitized 

for now 

 

• At the moment, 470 of them are put into digital 

archive Digar 

 

 



Digital archive Digar  

 

 

two interfaces:  

 

• Digar 1 digar.nlib.ee 

 

• Digar 2 www.digar.ee 

../../AppData/Local Settings/Temp/digar.nlib.ee
http://www.digar.ee/


• digar.nlib.ee  - older version 



www.digar.ee  Smart Digar 

http://www.digar.ee/


 



 

How to use these audio files? 
 

 

• Restrictions are applied due to copyright 
law 

 

• Listening to the sound files at the 

authorized workplace inside the library 



• Listening to the files is allowed and made 
possible also in Tartu University Library 
inside the house, at the authorized 

workplace 

 

• In Tartu, only listening to those files is 

permitted, which have corresponding 
cassettes permanently in their collection 

 



Viewing Digar over the internet 

 



Viewing Digar over the internet 



Viewing Digar at the authorized 

workplace 

 
 

 

accompaning file rows are active: txt  tif  wav  

E:/Local Settings/Temp/DIGAR.htm
E:/Local Settings/Temp/DIGAR.htm
E:/Local Settings/Temp/DIGAR.htm


 

Digar data entry worksheet  

 

 



Archive 1 – audio files 

 



Archive 2 – song titles 



Archive 3 – cover images 

 



Archive 3 – cover images 

 



Record in cataloging program 



Record in public catalog 

 



 

                        Thank you! 


