The Media and Audiovisual Archives: The year 1968. Social and Political changes in Europe evaluated by using sound and moving images of  the events of the year 1968.

The impact of media in a time of political conflicts and the importance of audiovisual archives to make a description of the events for historical studies - and what is the contribution of the films made at the time of the events compared to the written reports
Speaker: Associate Professor Rolf Werenskjold, Volda University College, Norway
In 1968, there was a widespread feeling among people around the world that their societies were coming apart. A sentiment characterized by internal tensions and conflicts, violent demonstrations and an intense clash of cultures between different generations. Among activists, there was a profound lack of confidence in governments and authorities. The strongest and most visual tensions were in the United States, but the same conflicts and aftermaths were present in most of the western countries. In Europe, the conflicts were most intense in France, West Germany and in Italy, but also the British experienced their variant of this rebellion against the establishment. Even communist countries and countries in the third world were characterized by student unrest and rebellions with short and long-term effects. From Berkeley in the West to Beijing in the East, the big cities were the sites for extensive demonstrations. In Beijing, the Chinese “cultural revolution” reached its peak this year.

The events of 1968 have been seen as both transnational and global in its character and impact, and are in this context compared with other revolutionary periods in modern history, such as the revolutionary movements in the Atlantic region in the 1780s, and the revolutionary wave in Europe in 1848. Such huge international political and cultural movements as in 1789, 1848 and in 1968 do not always occur at the same time everywhere and may have very different impacts.

New research has emphasized the global character of the 1968-revolts, and the close interaction between foreign/international events (in particular Tet and Prague) and internal developments in different countries. In this context, the contacts between social and political movements in different affected countries and the role of the mass media in regard to diffusion of thoughts and ideas across national boarders and cultures are important issues.  
This research has been focusing on similarities, but also on special conditions and causal connections in the different nations and regions. 

This Workshop will focus at the social and political unrest in Eastern Europe (The Prague-spring in Czechoslovakia, the March rebellion in Poland and the June unrest in Yugoslavia) in 1968, and the role of mass media in the different countries. An important question posed is how the unrest in Eastern Europe differed from the events in the West. The workshop will also deal with the reception of the events in Eastern Europe in the Norwegian media – especially in the Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation (NRK- Television) and in the second largest daily newspaper in Norway in 1968, Dagbladet (Liberal).   
