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From Documents to Sound and Moving Image

Archives of Latvian Folklore was established in 1924 as a text and document oriented archives within the field of specific interest ā€“ that of folklore. Still it has never been a strictly manuscript archive. Even the very first material included drawings, with photographs gradually entering later. In 1926 sound recording was started in order to facilitate melody collection. In 1951 the audiovisual part of the archives was enlarged by magnetic tape recordings, in 1960's cinematic film was added, in 1986 ā€“ the first VHS video. At the same time the manuscripts themselves have to be made more available to users, digitisation being the best alternative for this purpose. At the same time it must be acknowledged that digitisation is no panacea ā€“ though providing easy access to the material, the digital data is even more difficult to preserve than the traditional manuscripts or analogue carriers. Though there seems to be no final solution to this, some level of co-ordination and set standards of the best practice could be really beneficial for the field of archiving.

