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Establishing of the National Oral History project/archive

Life-stories are present in literature, mass media, as well as
in mutual relations of people, but we can also look at them as a
source for new research and findings which are created by the
initiative of the researcher.

established 1 1992 at the Institute of
Philosophy and Sociology (University of
Latvia).

It was created and led for many years by prof.
Augusts Milts (1928 —2008).

Preconditions — National Reawakening and
the subsequent flow of memories




Main goals and research directions:

1) To document, generalise, and analyse life stories and make them
available to a wider public;

2) To preserve life stories as intangible cultural heritage;

3) To develope and popularize oral history as a scientific, popular,
and democratic instrument for knowledge.

Alongside collecting (through field works and individual
interviews) and storing life stories, research work is carried out
constantly.
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Publications of the NOH group

Currently there are more than 70 publications, which constitute the

largest amount of information available 1n Latvian on
methodological approaches and theoretical problems of
biographical research.

Books in English (some freely available on the Internet):

s Oral History Sources of Latvia: A Selected Collection of Latvian Life Stories (2004)
s Oral History: Migration and Local Identities (2011)

s Oral History: Dialogue with Society (2013)

s Baltic refugees in Gotland in Photographs by David Holmert 1944-1945 (2015)
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Involvement of society

s NGO «Lifestory - Latvian Oral History Researchers Association»

s Guidelines for interviewers and memory writers

«The goal of this book is to prepare new interviewers as well as
inspire writers of memories, whose methodologically correctly
organised work can bring greater diversity of experiences to
collections of authentic biographical sources as well as to Latvian

historical memory and cultural experience in general.»
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Collections of NOH Archive

Number of | Collection
interviews
I 21 Culture Foundation interviews: 1986-1990
11 25 Latvians in the USA and Canada (Mara Zirnite): 1990
III 72 Latvians in Great Britain (Mara Zirnite & Edmunds él‘lpulis): 1990, 1992 and 2009
v 59 NOH interviews in Latvia: 1992-1993
v 18 Interviews in Latvia (Baiba Bela & Ginta Elksne): 1994
VI 85 Interviews of Dagmara Vallena, correspondent of radio “Free Europe” in ASV: 1975 — 1992
VII 20 Latvians in Norway (Arta Savdona): 1993 — 1996
VIII 45 NOH interviews in Latvia: 1994 — 1995
IX 26 Field work in Skriveri together with museum of A. Upitis: 1995
X 23 House in Riga, Latvia: 1995 — 1996
XI 39 NOH interviews in Latvia: 1994 — 1995 un 1996-1997
XII 110 Field work "'Lifestory in Latvia - 1996"
XIII 27 Latvians in Sweden: 1996
X1V 43 Interviews of the students of Riga Commerce school: 1996 - 1997
XV 96 Field work: "Lifestory in Latvia — Latgale: 1997"
XVI 14 Field Work in Renda together with James Staley: 1997
XVII 146 Field Work: "Lifestory in Latvia - Latgale: 1998"
XVIII 255 American Latvian Association’s project “Lifestory in Exile”
XIX 70 Field Work "Lifestory in Latvia - Vidzeme: 1999"
XX 192 Field Work "'Lifestory in Latvia - Selija: 2000"
XX1I 41 Culture in 1960-1970ies (collection of Inara Kaija Egliteb




Content of the Archive

s Lifestory interviews — the narrative 1s organized by the
interviewee.

s Oral history interviews — the interviewers have guided the
narrative by fixed set of questions.

s Average interviews are 2-3 hours in lenght.



The agreement

‘ NACIONALA MUTVARDU VESTURE: CILVEKARHIVS
I- VIENOSANAS AR AUTORU NR.

Author: name, surname

Place and time of birth
Address, telephone

Date and time of the interview
Length of the interview
Interviewer: name, surname
Address, telephone

I, , permit to use my memory story in research and to be published
both in print and digital format (including Internet). I give my permission to use
photos and images from my personal archive for research and publications. I
allow myself to be taken pictures of or be recorded on video during the
interview. I agree to include my memories in the National Oral History Archive.
Restrictions for use (if any):

Signature of the author:
Signature of the interviewer:



Documentation of the interview

For the recorded interview to become a source of research, it
must be accompanied by precise information about the author and
interviewer - its origins, time, place, and participants.

s The agreement

s The description of the author — nationality, religion, education,
work experience, interests/membership in any organisations,
information about parents, spouses, children etc.)

s The description of the interview — interviewer describes the
conditions and pace of the interview, overall atmosphere,
openness of the author, main themes, mentioned places and people
etc.)



XXV EKSPEDICIA: "DZIVESSTASTS LATVIJA - VENTSPILS: 2002"
Nr. |Teicgjs Dzims. g.|Dzims. v. Dzivo Ierakstits |Interveja Atslégas vards [Tautiba [Ier. Gads  AtSifréts CD, MP3 Piezimes
1501|Arija Veckagane 1932|Lonaste Ance 1.5x90 Janis Cakars;Baiba Bela pad.laiki 2002 MP3, WAV
1502|Igors Janovs 1937|Liepnas pag.  |Ance 1.5x90 Janis Cakars;Baiba Bela kalhozs 2002 MP3. WAV
1503 Valija Brauna 1922|Ance Ance 190 TJanis Cakars-Raiha Rela me7abrili 2002 MP3, WAV
1504|Lacija Arneste 1935|Rezeknes raj.  |Ance 1390 Janis Cakars;Baiba Bela l_gimene 2002 MP3, WAV
1505|Rihards Jaunupe 1922|Sikrags Sikrags 0.5x90 Liga Jégere 2002 MP3. WAV
1506[Astrida Emerberga 1935|Sikrags Sikrags Liga Jégere zvejnicki 2002 MP3, WAV
1507|Irmgarde Cerbaha 1920 |Sikrags Sikrags 1390 Liga JEgere libies: Ibiete 2002 MP3, WAV
1508(Olga Lejasmeiere 1921|Ance Ance 1.5x90 Liga JEgere 2002 MP3. WAV
1509|Rihards Lejasmeiers 1921 |Ance Ance 3390 Viola Litauniece;Janis Cakars Reprasijas 2002 MP3. WAV
1510|Skaidrite Sproge 1952|Ance Ance 1590 Viala | itainiere 2002 MP3. WAV
1511|Lidija Sproge 1933 |Karsave Ance 2390 Viola Litauniece Reprasijas 2002 MP3, WAV
1512{Marta Gavare 1915|Dundaga Ance 190 Viola Litauniece:Liza Jégere 2002 MP3. WAV
1513|Voldemars Apse 1017 | Melhazi Ancc 1z90 Viola Litaunicce Litcnz 2002 MD3, WAV
1514|Marta Krauze 1918|Ance Ance 1390 Viola Litauniece 2002 MP3. WAV
1515|Alberts Krauze 1923 |Ance Ance 1x90 Viola Litauniece Reprasijas;kars 2002 MP3, WAV
1516/Anna Krauze 1928|Ugale Ance 1390 Viola Litauniece 2002 MP3, WAV
1517| Alma T.apina 1929|Ance Ance 1.5x90 Viola I itanniece: Tanis Cakars lihies 2002 MP3 WAV
1518|Mirdza Bumeislare 1928|Ance Ance 1,90 Viola Litauniece [ 2002 MP3, WAV
1519|Mirdza Bérzina 1932|Ventspils raj.  |Ance 1x90 Viola Litauniece lib:edckars 2002 MP3. WAV
1520|Elvira Felse 1929|Ance Ancc 1:90 Viola Litaunicce kars 2002 MD3, WAV
1521{Anna Grinberga 1935|Daugavpils rej. |Ance 1.3x90 Viola Litauniece;Liga Jégere 2002 MP3, WAV
1522|Mersedeza Alkfnuzare 1932|Ventspiks raj.  |Alsunga 2x90 Sanita Reinsone;Gunita GégereInese Dormleva  |karg 2002 A MP3. WAV
1523{Anna Putnina 1905|Alsunga Alsunga 0.5x90 Sanita Rzinsone;Gunita GégereInese Dormleva  |kars 2002 MP3, WAV
1524 Alma 7ake 1923 | Aleinga Alsinga 190 Sanita R=insone:Ginita GEgere Tnese Normuleva 2002 MP3 WAV
1525|Alberts Zakis 1918|Edole Alsunga 4,90 Sarila Reimsone, Guidla Gegare Inese Donleva  |[olkdora 2002 MP3, WAV
1526|Krists Orna 193)|Alsunga Alsunga Sanita Reinsone;Gunita GégereInese Domuleva  |etnografije 2002 MP3, WAV
1527((1889) Leokadija Giitmay 1939 |Bérzkalnc Alsunga 2:90 Baiba Brivele;Rita Treija rcligija 2002 MD3, WAV
1528 Marta Adolfine Zake 1937|Alsunga Alsunga 3:90 Baiba Briivele;Rita Treija religija 2002 A MP3, WAV
1529(Vera Buka 1022|Rezeknes raj.  |Alsunga 1.5x00 Baiba Brivele;Rita Treija religija 2002 MP3. WAV
1530|Peteris Puzans 1942 |Dangavpils rzj. |Alsunga 1390 Baiba Bruvele:Rita Treija religija 2002 MP3. WAV
1531|Veronika §teinberga 1922|Alsunga Alsunga 1390 Baiba Briivele:Rita Treija religija 2002 MP3. WAV
1532|Marta Mazure 1915|Licpaja Alsunga 2290 Liga Licpipa. Lawis Romislovs foklora 2002 MP3, WAV
1533 Teodma \'aniguskaite 1937 |Lietuva Alsunga 190 Baiba Briivele;Rita Treija Letuvizte 2002 MP3, WAV




Access to the Archive

s NOH Archive’s sources are used 1n | !
academic research of different level (high [ SIS
school student scientific research work, \:\wgm
bachelor, master and doctoral thesis, o4
research projects) in the fields of hlstory,
sociology, social anthropology,
folkloristics, linguistics etc.

v

s Following the fundamental ethical
principles of a researchers and conditions
of use as defined by the author of the
interview, the archive is available at the
premises of the NOH project at the &
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology 3853
(Kalpaka blv. 4-325, Riga) ="
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Sing with the Archives
15.02.2019

On 15th of February the Archives of Latvian
Folklore launches a creative crowdsourcing
campaign "Sing with the Archives". Its aim is
to popularize the archival sound recordings
and explore contemporary interpretations of
traditional music. The digital platform
http://dziedi.garamantas.lv invites to listen to
the archival songs, to add their cover versions
to the old recordings and to vote for the new
versions. Read more

Autobiography Collection
launched by the Archives of
Latvian Folklore

20.06.2018
In early 2018, the Archives of Latvian Folklore
aunched a new initiative—the Autobioaraph

Welcome to the Digital
Archives of Latvian

folklore!

This website provides you
with an opportunity to view a
material collection of the
Archives of Latvian Folklore -
collections, illustrations and
recordings. You are invited to
explore folklore collections,
search for persons and
places, study folklore genres
and help to transcribe!

The digital archive is enlarged
regularly — follow the news!

Read more

TAKE PART!



Possible directions of research

A review of the NOH database reveals that life stories
include the following historical experiences:

s Beginning of the 20th century, World War I, Latvian State
(First Republic), War of Independence

s World War II: Soviet and German occupation; repressions;
resistance; national partisans; soldiers; refugees

s Soviet period: post-war life; collectivization; everyday life; the
mass deportations of 1949; professional and social history

s Exile: refugees, Latvians abroad; repatriation

s Restoration of national independence, Latvia from the 1990s to
the present



Contacts:

www.dzivesstasts.lv

ifestory - Latvian Oral History Researchers
ciation

E-mail: krumina.maija@gmail.comE-mail:
krumina.maija@gmail.com, Maee-2

Address: Kalpaka blv. 4-325 A

Welcome!
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