Save our Sounds, a
programme to
sustain a million
hours of recording
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British Library’s national sound archive

7 million tracks

*Published / unpublished/
broadcast

*from 1857
*...to this morning
*many formats

120 years of non-stop listening
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Challenges
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The costs of inaction

Digitisation Costs over Time

Cost Indicator

e A i digitisation

M Ao ki

2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024 2026

Year

Unlike print collections, the cost per item for audiovisual material will increase as
equipment and parts become increasingly difficult and ultimately impossible to
replace
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Save our Sounds 2015-2023

Vision: A national sound collection that is
representative, secure, digital and accessible
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Future Digital Acquisitions
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D/g/tally acquiring UK’s published sound
__: == and music:

A/m By 2023: 90% of new sound
=— recordings published in UK that fall within
acquisition policy acquired and preserved

Developing an extensive radio archive
for the UK:

By 2023: Capture and deliver access to
speech-based radio content from majority
(c.700) of UK licensed radio stations

www.bl.uk 6
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Saving sound heritage

Recently discovered
test recording of The
Third Man theme

www.bl.uk 7
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National audit



echnical infrastructure for acquisition,
preservation and access
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“Metable” acquisition and metadata tool so record
labels can ‘push’ digital releases to BL

*Enhance capacity of BL Digital storage system

*Develop new SIP generator for staff use to ingest
to DLS, with integrity checks, rights labels

-US$0.6m Mellon Foundation grant to develop a
universal player using ISNIs and IlIF framework

*Speech-to-text trials for radio (and TV) broadcasts

www.bl.uk 9
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Access

*Sound & Moving Image Catalogue (most collections)

~onsite listening:
— Appointments service (99.9% of collections)
— SoundServer (200,000 tracks, 3% of total)

— Exhibitions & learning events

- off site listening:
— BL Sounds website (85,000 tracks, 1%)
— BL Learning and project sites
— SoundCloud, Europeana, Wikimedia

www.bl.uk 10
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Exhibitions: Evolving English
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Learning: British accents and dialects

www.bl.uk 13
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Learning: courses for adults

Exploring English: Accents and Dialects

www.bl.uk 14



Explore 80,000 selected recordings of music,

BRITISH =
AdVYHan

spoken word and human and natural environments

bl.uk Sounds Home About Audio tools Blog Case studies Help

Accents & dialects British Library Sounds
Arts, literature & Listen to a selection from the British Library’s extensive collections of unique sound
performance recordings, which come from all over the world and cover the entire range of recorded

sound: music, drama and literature, oral history, wildlife and environmental sounds.
Classical music

Please note that for mobile and tablet devices running recent releases of the 105

Environment & nature operating system some longer recordings may not play in their entirety. Report a
problem

Popular music

Oral history 4 r
i . f
Sound recording “ ‘;
b »

history

World & traditional

music Accents & Arts, literattire ' -
dialects & performance Classical music

Sound maps

Environni%‘q_‘ﬁ&

bttps ‘sounds.bluk’ L~0C I British Library - Sounds

Search

I All categor

Enter keyw

[] Only rec
everyon

Full sound ;

Most share

Conver:
Berwick
about a
and attif
languag

(:) Birkin, F

of 17) T
Memory
Commu

(:)‘Jmtona


http://sounds.bl.uk/

BL Sounds

*Improving
access and
discovery

 http://sounds.bl.uk/
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SOUNDS

Expl C
Wo

bl.uk | Sounds Home | About | Audio tools | Blog | Case studies | Help

Classical music

Bach
Beethoven
Brahms
Chamber music
Chopin

Derek Collier
Collection

Haydn
Mozart

Oral history of
Glyndebourne cpers

Wilhelmj" cylinders

Add a nofe

Tecond| ol

v] and e rigiis of Base nof ldemtified
=03l 3nd etical

US30E »

eTound Tor this ttam)

ype
Sound

Curaticn
00:21:26
Shelf mark
1LPQ128482
poser

Bach\Nghann Sebastizn, 1885-1T5D

Conductor

Bends, Hans Von, 18

Bach
Suite for Orchestra no. 1, BWV 1066, C major

Search

Ay reCandings Svenone
o piEy

Search

Fiall sound archive CRSioge
Search fips

British Library
on-site user

Performers

Berlin Chamber Orohestrs [orohestrs)

Diescripticn
Recopiasromremeag Telzfunken;
opffnal i wmber: LN D4

natrie nember: LPO 37407-

Related images

Metadata record:

View full metsdsts fo

e
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PeEIE Between Two Worlds: Poetry & =
Translation Az
1 Writers' Club o2
Ali Abdolrezaei reading s
otography &
cture

O Add a note " a

i The most wonderful
an Two WDI-rdEr. n poem(Bridge). 27" 51"
& Translation

\poken word F'-:us.ted by Anty Sowi on 29/04/2012

ings n( _ 2 '

. i L& ] I il Jll
ks M - / LT
y-le-Bow public
5

wer of
ean Poetry:
% Sound ® @ &

e Archive Project l

Radio @ 0:13 / 59:00

C} Add to playlist .@ Add to favourites

The British Library Board acknowledges the intellectual property rights ofthose named as
contributors to this recording and the rights of those not identified.
Legal and ethical usage =
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Voices of Science www.bl.uk/voices-of-science

www.bl.uk/voices-of-science/interviewees/Stephanie-Shirley

| I httpf_-m.t_rl.uk ::u_l:-:’- ef-soencefinterviewees/stephanie- shirley 2~ GJL Sharley, tephanie (P.. _I Stephanie
mert - E'S!kd

m T BT SRR

|
, Voices of Science

Home Inlervieweeas Themes Disciplines About the project Project outputs Further resources

Search Voices of S

Stephanie Shirley

What are you look

Birth name:
Vera Buchthal later Stepl

Bom:
1933 Dortmund, German

Qccupation:
Computer scientist

e e DlSCiFIIlﬂG‘SZ
Computer Software

Education: 18
Sir John Cass College


http://www.bl.uk/voices-of-science
http://www.bl.uk/voices-of-science/interviewees/Stephanie-Shirley
http://www.bl.uk/voices-of-science/interviewees/Stephanie-Shirley

C' | [O www bl .uk/learning/langlit/sounds/

Sign up for our e-newsletter |vour erail address

—
5 LEARNING
> SOUNDS FAMILIAR?
o2
o
Home > Learning *> Language 2 Literature > Sounds Farmiliar? SEARCH
Learning Sounds Familiar ?

Visits & Workshops homepage

Language & Literature
Sounds Familiar?
Englizh Timeline
Poetry & Perdformance
Texts in Content
Dictionaries and
Meanings

[F] History

Citizenship

Click on the map to
hear how pronunciation
varies across the UK

Find out more

=

« Modern dislect
~ recordings
T+, Older dialect

recordings

i
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VIEW ENBLISH LANBUABE & My FavouriTEs W

Click here to choose a different timeline

Active Timelineg

m Central timeline - There are no
favourite items

BRITISH
AdVHal

Comparison Timeline SWITCH ¥ HOME in Your Timeline
- Key Events -
8 May 1945 9 November 1989 .
End of World War Fall of the Berlin Lau
Two (VE Day) EL Wo

I
ﬂu fw I'J 'L.:’-’\f{

,U A.A.-“‘_} ~
£ i) s =

J.G. Ballard
Chinese . Women's ; -
restaurants Sylvia Plath liberation Empg?] |?f the

Magazine
©bw G B o ® G
1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s

Central timeline vs. Key Events

Leveflt @ @ @ B & g
P

. @ | 1eza | 193 a0 | 1950 | 1960 | 1970 | 1980 | 1990 | zar
BaCcKOROUMD

n B { PREVIOUS CENTURY MEXT CEMTURY }
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http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/evolvingenglish/accessvers/index.html
http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/evolvingenglish/accessvers/index.html

SEARCHING SPEECH london Search

Television news, radio and oral history Search Tip

BRITISH
AV HElT

Home About Help

Searched for media in 1.19 seconds. Showing page 1 for query london with a possible 3026 results.

MNext

A — e =
Al Jazeera Eng [3 Hour w7l 1 I R
Transcript Results Metadata
002728 .. guess from london to talk about the _ -
00:-30:27 ... In london have erupted in the southemn district of ...
- = A sk F A
00-30:40 hat — and in east london
00:35:18 ... often south london this is the sum ...
0-36:29 ... suddenly the initial disturbances in north london b

click on the snippet to begin playing the video at the segment where the search term
= was spoken

Al Jazeera Eng

Today 08/08/2011 (€

Transcript Results Metadata

m s
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Europeana Collections

europeana collections - Explore~ Exhibitions - Blog~
collections
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'EUROPEANA MUSIC

e

Ferdinand Brunot and 1

Ravel’s Bolero Speech Archive

Edith Piaf

More paopla.

French Folk Music
22

: A Traditional French dance
‘ ERA Ry m : Bourrée

More topics,
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B®I|m https://soundcloud.com/the-british-library Po~-acd || l “ﬁ)ﬂt&ﬂm‘ggﬂﬁﬂﬁ‘iﬂ‘ l ngggm| l W'W‘MThe Br... ™
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File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

Collection Upload F’ The British Library ~ Q >

The British Library * =ikl

London, United Kingdom |

S
=
=
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All  Tracks Albums Playlists Reposts (#) Station  Share &' |

Spotlight (1/5) # Edit Spotlight Followers Following Tracks
1,985 15 082

o Brhitgs-f:n _I_.iE;rharh'\I,f-SDunds sampler The British Library is the national library of thi
United Kingdom and one of the world’s greate

libraries. We hold over 13 million books, 920,

ittt ttllly e o e s 57 i e
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4 %Cunuer’c - Select

WIKIMEDIA
COMMONS

Main page
Welcome
Community portal
Village pump
Help center

Participate
Upload file
Recent changes
Latest files
Random file
Contact us

Print/export
Create a book
Download as PDF
Printable version

Tools
What links here
Related changes

=2 ¥ T

From Wikimedia Commons, the free media repository

A selection of British Wildlife Recordings from the British Library Sound Archive &.

Media in category "Wildlife Sounds in the British Library"
The following 200 files are in this category, out of 202 total.

(previous page) (next page)
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African Dusky Nightjar African Grey Hornbill African Scops Owl (Ofu
(Caprimulgus pectoralis) (Tockus nasutus) (022A-  Flycatcher (Terpsiphone  senegalensis) (022A-

African Paradise

(W1CDR0000386 WAOD3044X0024- viridis) (W1CDR00009%0 WAOQ03044X0041-
BD28).0gg 0021M0).0qg BD1).0gg 0006M0).0gg
1.07 MB 337 KB 1.24 MB 589 KB

P ocoo il P oo 4l | ooo Il p oo il

_ Amethyst Sunbird Ashy Cisticola (Cisticola  Atlantic Puffin (Fratercula Avocet (Recurvirostra
ipe“at patgi (Nectarinia amethystina) cinereolus) (022A- arctica) avosetta)
ermanent in
(\W1CDRONNNAAR WAN3044X0011- (W1CDRO001416 (W1CDR0O001419
ttps:/ commeons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:African_Thrush_{Turdus_pelios)_[0224-WAD3044%0015-0017M0).0gg } AT s




Wikipedia and Wikimedia Commons
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hitps://It.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilkasis_tokas (African grey hornbill)

VIKIPEDIJA

Lakwwoji enciklopedija

Pagrindinis pusiapis
Bendruamens
Farumas

Maujausi keitimai
Afsitdding straipsns
Fagalta

Famms

spausdintifakaponuol
urti knygs
Parsisiusti kaip POF

Versija spausdinimui

lihupse projektuose
Wikimadia Commons

Wikispacies

ramkiai
Susije straipaniai
Susng kedima
[ketti fnily
Speciahei puskapeal
HNuolating nucroda
Puslagio informac ja
‘Wikddats jratas

& richerer Mgy Cpg [ TS RSURERGEGT Mustatymsi Bets Stebimi pusiapisi Mano indalis Adsijung
Straipsnts  Aptanmas Keish Kessh vikiteksig  Istoria ISvalyti podédl  Penardytl | =Skt Q

Sins savaités miciatyva: aktualijos. Ménasio regionas: Mezoamerika ir Centriné Amerika, Kvietiame prsidet! [pasiepti]
Pilkasis tokas

Pilkasis tokas {lot. Tockus nasuius, angl Afmcan Grey Hombill, vok. Grautoko) — ragasnapiniy (Bucerobdze) Sesmos paukshs

Kinas ik 45 cm ilgio. Plunksny danga pilka, tk galva, plasnojamosios plunksnos ir vodega tamsesm. Galvos Sonuose baltos juostos. Skrendant
matoma balta juosta nuegaros dalyje. Snapas ilgas, lenkias, juodes spalvos, 3onuose su kremines spalvos horizontaliomis juostelemis

Patinas ir patele panasds, skinasi tk snapo spalva: patino jis juodas, patelés posnapes raudonas. Jaumkha: pilki
Patels mediny dreveje deda 2-4 baltus kaudinus. Véhau 15 vwdaus dreve uZhpdo.
Papiites Afnkoga, | pietus nuo Sacharos o Arabijos pusiasalyje. Mégsta mekingas vietas ir savang,

Nuorodos | redaguoti | redaguoti vikiteksta |

» Google: Toekus nasulusd, nuolraukos

Pilkasis tokas (Tockus nasufus)

> ron & il ParmKTYs

Maokzliné klasifikacija


https://lt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilkasis_tokas
https://lt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilkasis_tokas
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Save Our Sounds funding

* Total cost of programme est. £40m

*HLF project, if approved at Stage 2,
will contribute £9.5m

* Additional funding may come from a
combination of
* BL funds
* public donations (and crowd-funding?)
* private-public partnerships
« philanthropic funding

www.bl.uk 26
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https://vimeo.com/140505054
https://vimeo.com/140505054
https://vimeo.com/140505054
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Thanks for listening!

richard.ranft@bl.uk
http://sounds.bl.uk
www.bl.uk/save-our-sounds
@soundarchive
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