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The idea of the magnetic recording is nearly as
old as the Thomas Edison’s (1847-1931) 
phonograph (1877).

Oberlin Smith (1840 - 1926) 
an American engineer
Published one of the earliest works dealing 
with magnetic recording in 1888: 
"Some Possible Forms of the Phonograph"
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There are cassettes of
1) different makes
2) different lengths
3) different magnetic layer chemistry

The greatest problems are:
1) lack of sufficient information
2) the squeaking
3) vow and flutter
4) non-standard tape speeds
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To summarise: 
we are stuck in some ferro-magnetic mud (a bit). 
But with a joint effort of all interested parties we will
start moving!


