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Audiovisual collection at the NLL

* First sound recordings acquired in 1961, established as a
department in 1975

* Legal Deposit of Latvia’s AV publications (since 2006)

* Materials pertaining to Latvia or Latvians published
elsewhere, including diaspora

* Collection for lifelong education, research, leisure

* Currently more than 79’000 items - sound recordings
(LPs, CD, audiocassettes, shellacs, other), video
recordings (VHS, DVD, Blu-ray), multimedia materials,
language and other subjects teaching kits with AV
component, born digital sound recordings
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Sound recordings - content

* Music — classical, popular, world, folk, jazz

* Audiobooks, recordings of plays, oral histories
* Nature sounds, noises

The largest part of sound recordings contain classical music
(Western, Latvian, Russian). We hold a large number of records
08 baSt2RAlFbH oO0:_ 7o YO @gAG-K YI
known Soviet artists of the time. There are also selectmins
recordingsby foreign labels

Although the majority of sound recordings are music, there are

also audiobooks, recordings of plays, nature sounds, noises.



Video recordings - content

* Films— feature films, documentaries, animation

* Music — opera, balet performances, concert
recordings, musicals

* Art —curated video collection about artists and
different art movements, art and culture history
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THE LIFE AND WORKS OF

The content of video collection is very diversthere are

feature films, documentaries, animated films from Latvia and
many other countries, recordings of opera, ballet and concert
performances, as well as musicals and musical films. In the last
few years, the collection has been expanded with cinema
classics, such as the best examples of the silent film genre,
French New Wave, and the works of werahowned directors.



Our audience

* Our expectations:

- students,
- pupils of art and music schools,
- researchers of music and cinema fields, or people
with interest in music and cinema
* In reality:
- students
- seniors

- people from lower social levels, including from
shelters

- families with young children
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Initially, wethoughtthat our audiencewould be mostly
students,researching materialfor their studies, and people
with either professional or personal interest in music and
cinema, broadly speaking.

However,we learned irpracticethat our audience is much
more diverse that we imaginedthere are students but also
seniors and people with special needs, families with children,
and even people without work arfikedresidence.

Such diverse audience also requsidifferent methods of
promotinganddiscovery otontent



2016-2018 data, physical visitors
Visitor type

Persons with no
work or abode
33%

So, to put it in a&hart,our audienceconsists of 3 typesf

visitors, in roughly abouhe same numbec, children, with or
without parents, persons with no work or no permanent
address (in other words, living in shelters), and the group we
would like to see grow most of althat is, students,

researchers, and those with special interest in sound or moving
image.



Public perception of the NLL...

* ..as aplaceto just read books and other printed
material

 ...almost no knowledge of AV collection being
available for listening and viewing

Survey — the question:

«Did you know there is an Audiovisual centre where you can
listen to music recordings, watch films and use specialised
multimedia processing software, for free?»
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In a surveydone by the Research centre SKDS in 2017 about the
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Latvia, one of the questions was:

Did you know there is an Audiovisual centre where you can

listen to music recordings, watch films and use specialised
multimedia processing software, for free?



No Yes

NLL has Audiovisual Centre where you can listen to
music recordings, watch films and use specialised 68 32
multimedia processing software, for free

Source: Research centre SKDS

As you can see, almost 2/3fK S NB a L2y RSy (ia RA
about the existance of Audiovisual Centre at the library, and
hence, no knowledge of our collection.



Nezinaja Zinaja
%
LNB ir konferenc¢u centrs, kura reguléri notiek dazadas

konferences oL 79
LNB notiek daudzveidigi kultdras pasakumi 28 72
LNB ir restorans un kafejnica 28 72

Viens no LNB centralajiem uzdevumiem ir palidzét
bibliotekas apmekl&tajiem atrast tos interesgjoso 35 65
informaciju jebkurd no jomam

Gramatu un citu krdjuma materialu pieejamibu iesp&ams

noskaidrot elektroniski neklatiens gz &
LNB bez maksas ir publiski pieejams daudzpusigs 43 57
digitalais saturs
LNB apmeklétajiem pastavigi bez maksas ir piegjamas 52 48

tematiski dazadas izstades

LNB ir pieejams audiovizualais centrs, kur bez maksas var
klausities mazikas ierakstus, skatities filmas un izmantot 68 32
multimediju apstrades programmas
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Source: Research centre SKDS

Whereas mosof the people knew that there is a conference
centre at the library, and were aware of the various cultural
events happening there, and that there is a cafe and a
restaurant at the National Library, and even that you can use the
online electronic catalogue to find out about availability of the
books at the library.



Promotion of AV Reading room and
collection (1)

* General and specialised library tours

So, what have we done so far to promote thexistence of our
reading room and collection?

Thefirst information about the Audiovisual Reading Room is
often givenby the guide during an overall library tour.

We are also organising specialiseddepth tours for students
and pupils from the culture, music and arts schools, colleges
and universities, often in cooperation with Music and Arts
reading rooms.
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Promotion of AV Reading room and
collection (2)

* Events and exhibitions

Togetherg A 1 K £ A 0N} NB Qa 5SLIwWeInNMESY 0 ;
promote our reading room with organised events and

exhibitions. However, we have learned from our experience that
We2dzNJ S@GSyiaQ 2F0Sy 3ISda tz2ada A
because library is literally swamped with events, there are 3 or 4
KFILIWISYAYy3a SOSNE RIFIEéH ¢KAA Aa A
odzAf RAy3d A& aSSy Fa || @SNE wYwO2
good facilities. Also, library has about 20 reading rooms that

each organise events and in a way, competes with each other.

So in the last 2 years we have focused on organising 2 events

per year, but we change the exhibits in our display cases in the
reading room every few months.

We aJso place information about our events and exhibitions in
GKS ftAONINEBEQA a420Alf ySGg2N)]axz
again, the amount of information is simply too great.
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Promotion of AV Reading room and
collection (3)

* Video promotion, in connection with movie events
at the library

Video clip about AV Reading Room

TheDept. of Communication arranged a cooperation project
with the Academy of Culture, where onetbkir students in the
faculty of film productiorwrote scripts and directegeveral
promotionalvideos about theAVreading room.These videos
were made like little movies, involving w&lhow personalities
in Latvia Thevideos were then shown before movie nights in
the big hall of the libraryand at other movighemed events, at
some of those we also prepared a short presentation for the
audience, telling ofhe collection and facilitiesf the AV reading
room.

One of the videos involves a well known DJ in Latvia Toms
DNITQGAEOE YR O2YLI2aSNItTGOSNAA
more broadly.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGR5qjpCwzM&feature
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4. Itis a welknown fact that peopld Sy SNJ f t & R2y Q4 f A
f AN NEQa OF Ff23dzS F2NJ &SIieigAy 3>
So how to make the content of our video collection better accessible, so
GKFG Ad R2SayQid 3IStG f2ad Ay GKS Wo
Unexpectedlya very popular form of promoting our film collection have

0 SSy (K S ctHaFis\ viardus lists éndda 6y librariamith films

grouped according to their subject, genre, or origihthe moment there

are about 15 different lists, of which the most popular are:

- Latvian films, foreign feature films, documentaries, films
about music and musicians, films about art and artists, videos of operas,
etc.

These lists are available in printed format, in our reading room, but also

2y UKS fAONINEBQa 6So0aAidSsT a t5Ca
Each list is created slightly different, we try to predict what is the most
relevant information in each individual case, for example, in the list of
documentaries we try teummarisenvhat the film is about, in the list of

opera performancegve namethe conductor and the singerHi.is also

important to show he film language and subtitles.
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