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The largest part of sound recordings contain classical music 
(Western, Latvian, Russian). We hold a large number of records 
ōȅ ϦaŜƭƻŘƛŀϦ ό˸͔͙ͦ͒͡Ύύ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ ǿŜƭƭ-
known Soviet artists of the time. There are also selectionsof
recordingsby foreign labels.
Although the majority of sound recordings are music, there are 
also audiobooks, recordings of plays, nature sounds, noises.
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The content of video collection is very diverse ςthere are 
feature films, documentaries, animated films from Latvia and 
many other countries, recordings of opera, ballet and concert 
performances, as well as musicals and musical films. In the last 
few years, the collection has been expanded with cinema 
classics, such as the best examples of the silent film genre, 
French New Wave, and the works of world-renowned directors.
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Initially, we thought that our audience wouldbe mostly
students,researching materialsfor their studies, and people 
with either professional or personal interest in music and 
cinema, broadly speaking.
However, we learned inpractice that our audience is much
more diverse that we imagined, - there are students but also 
seniors and people with special needs, families with children, 
and even people without work andfixedresidence. 
Such diverse audience also requiresdifferent methods of 
promotinganddiscovery ofcontent.
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So, to put it in achart,our audience consists of 3 types of 
visitors, in roughly about the same number ςchildren, with or 
without parents, persons with no work or no permanent 
address (in other words, living in shelters), and the group we 
would like to see grow most of all ςthat is, students, 
researchers, and those with special interest in sound or moving 
image.
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In a surveydone by the Research centre SKDS in 2017 about the 
ΨƛƳŀƎŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ [ŀǘǾƛŀ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 
Latvia, one of the questions was:  
Did you know there is an Audiovisual centre where you can 
listen to music recordings, watch films and use specialised 
multimedia processing software, for free? 
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As you can see, almost 2/3 ofǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
about the existance of Audiovisual Centre at the library, and 
hence, no knowledge of our collection. 
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Whereas mostof the people knew that there is a conference 
centre at the library, and were aware of the various cultural 
events happening there, and that there is a cafe and a 
restaurant at the National Library, and even that you can use the 
online electronic catalogue to find out about availability of the 
books at the library.
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So, what have we done so far to promote theexistence of our 
reading room and collection?

The first information about the Audiovisual Reading Room is 
often givenby the guide during an overall library tour.
Weare also organising specialised in-depth tours for students 
and pupils from the culture, music and arts schools, colleges 
and universities, often in cooperation with Music and Arts 
reading rooms. 
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Together ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴwe try to 
promote our reading room with organised events and 
exhibitions. However, we have learned from our experience that 
ΨȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΩ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƎŜǘǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
because library is literally swamped with events, there are 3 or 4 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ΨŎƻƻƭΩ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ 
good facilities. Also, library has about 20 reading rooms that 
each organise events and in a way, competes with each other.  
So in the last 2 years we have focused on organising 2 events 
per year, but we change the exhibits in our display cases in the 
reading room every few months.  

We also place information about our events and exhibitions in 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ōǳǘ 
again, the amount of information is simply too great.
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The Dept. of Communication arranged a cooperation project 
with the Academy of Culture, where one of their students in the 
faculty of film production wrote scripts and directed several 
promotional videos about the AV reading room. These videos 
were made like little movies, involving well-know personalities 
in Latvia. The videos were then shown before movie nights in 
the big hall of the library, and at other movie-themed events, at 
some of those we also prepared a short presentation for the 
audience, telling of the collection and facilities of the AV reading 
room.

One of the videos involves a well known DJ in Latvia Toms 
DǊŢǾƛƸǑΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊ tŢǘŜǊƛǎ ±ŀǎƪǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ 
more broadly.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGR5qjpCwzM&feature
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4. It is a well-known fact that peopleƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƛǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǳǎŜǊ-friendly.  
So how to make the content of our video collection better accessible, so 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ƘƻƭŜǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜΚ
Unexpectedly, a very popular form of promoting our film collection have 
ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƛƭƳ ƭƛǎǘǎΩ ςthat is, various lists made by librarian with films 
grouped according to their subject, genre, or origin. At the moment there 
are about 15 different lists, of which the most popular are: 

- Latvian films, foreign feature films, documentaries, films 
about music and musicians, films about art and artists, videos of operas, 
etc.

These lists are available in printed format, in our reading room, but also 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ŀǎ t5Cǎ όŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨCƛƭƳ ƭƛǎǘǎΩύΦ 

Each list is created slightly different, we try to predict what is the most 
relevant information in each individual case, for example, in the list of 
documentaries we try to summarisewhat the film is about, in the list of 
opera performances we namethe conductor and the singers. It is also 
important to show the film language and subtitles.
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