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What we would like to say...

The Virtual National Phonotheque is a web portal that aims to fill a
gap in understanding the national sound cultural heritage of the
Czech Republic. Prior to this project, no comprehensive resource
on Czech sound heritage existed — there was no complete
discography of relevant recordings, and no union catalogue of
sound documents held by institutions in Czech territory. The Virtual

National Phonotheque will serve as a gateway to collections of all
types sound documents in many different types of memory
institutions. Our biggest challenge is that we still do not have a
Czech National Sound Archive, primarily because we lack
systematic preservation policies in this field on a national level. But

that is the past. Today we have a platform that can provide
information about the existence, location and content of all audio
documents published or housed in the Czech republic. We now
have our first discography on the Czech record label ESTA, and we
are pushing forward in many directions related to the preservation
of audio recordings. Can we inspire others to do the same? Can we
be inspired by examples abroad? Can we co-operate?
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Welcome

- we hope that the Czech Republic will no longer fall behind in preservation of
sound documents in Europe
- now In the Czech Republic we start in the nick of time
- of course, we have simillar problems to you
« inaction on many levels (government, memory institutions, people...)
- problems with money = less manpower
- end of life for many sound carriers = irreversible destruction
- we are a part of the European Culture Heritage, and are striving to preserve,
share and make sound documents accessible for future generations
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The Working Group for the Protection and Accessibility of
Audio Documents in Czech Republic (WGPAADCR)

- first meeting October 2014

- initiated by staff at The Moravian Library

- members from different types of institutions

- including participants and stakeholders from the 90s

- e-conference, web, meetings

« setting primary goals and steps

- result: A National Sound Preservation Strategy

- be a consulting body for Ministry of Culture

- need to expand, connect and activate old and new members
- promote understanding between old and young colleagues
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There has never been a
National gound Archive
in the Czech Republic



History of Czech sound...

- a brief history of sound documents in the Czech Republic (Czech Lands)
where there has been a very strong tradition of gramophone recording
since the early twentieth century

1891 first known sound recordings on wax cylinder on Czech territory
1901 first known recordings on gramophone disc in Czech language

1923 Czech Radio's (originally called Radiojournal) first broadcast

1930 first Czech recording companies (ESTA and Ultraphon) are established
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Basic info about VNF

- Virtual National Phonotheque (VNF) Is a
online portal with aproximately one half
million metadata records

- around 20 Institutions are transfering their
catalogue records

- also included are the Supraphon record
label, Czech Radio, the audiobook portal
Audioteka and discographic data

- added value? link to e-shops, digital
libraries, discography records, audiobooks
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Our priorities with portal
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Virtual National Phonotheque - our gate to sounds
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Karel Capek calls for establishment of “...a national discotheque in every country,
acquiring and preserving both national folklore and exceptional works of local composers
or performers and ensembles, when recorded on gramophone records. That way, a real
archive of national music in authentic and peak performance are archived, serving to
promote the national art, broadcast by the radio, research etc. — certainly a desirable
thing.

Karel Capek
About the project
Content and objectives of VNF

Virtual National Phonotheque of the Czech Republic aims to provide information about
the existence, location and content of audio documents published or located on the
teritory of the Czech republic.




About the portal

technical details:

- based on VuFind open source library resource portal
software

- Integrating duplicate records and much more

- individual institutions can provide their own metadata
records via OAI-PMH or through metadata exports in
MARC21 (preferred) or other formats

- provides information about the existence, location and
content of audio documents published or located on the
territory of the Czech Republic




Data providers

- libraries, museums, archives, commercial institutions and
private collectors

Data providers
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What type of sources are included?

- Information about sound documents = metadata records

- direct links to local catalogues

- In case of digitized items - a direct link to digital libraries

- links to the Supraphon, Czech Radio and Audioteka
eshops (audiobooks portal)

- discographic data from the ESTA record label
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Audience Overview
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Our priorities with portal

- present all sound documents not only from
memory Institutions

- be a national aggregator for sound documents

- help with czech register of digitization

respect of copyright law

cooperate with commercial subjects

present in and connect with Europeana Sounds

prepare new function for sharing records

- deal with deduplication and updates

- make portal more friendly and enrich by new tools
and services (covers, booklets, etc.)
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Introducing ESTA book

- one of the oldest, biggest and first Czechoslovak record
label company

- history of record label ESTA and gramophone records
produced for the Czech market, during its independent
existence from 1930 to 1946

- wide range of genres on ESTA discs

- discography data also imported to portal VNP

- IS It new direction to have discography data in databases?

Gossel, Gabriel a Filip Sir. Cesky katalog nahravek
gramofonoveé firmy Esta 1930-1946. 1. vyd. Brno: Moravska
zemska knihovna, 2014, 368 s. ISBN 978-80-7051-203-6.



Cesky katalog nahravek
gramofonové firmy Esta
1930-1946

Cesky katalog nahravek gramofonové firmy
Esta 1930-1946 - Czech catalogue of
recordings issued by the record company
ESTA, 1930-1947

DOWNLOAD OPTIONS




National Sound Preservation Strategy (NSPS)

- statement of Working Group (WGPAADCR)

- warning about sound documents physical degradation = unreadable and lost
- sound documents are now in National Culture Strategy

- survey of historical sound carrier and his weak points

- main topics to solve: evidence, cataloguing, digitizing, preservation, acces
- methodics and standards

- what we need to digitizing

- inspired from abroad plans and standards (IASA, BL, LoC, Harvard)

- necessarily of cooperation many kind of professionals

- describing basic technology provides and tools

- institution = role of coordination and knowledge centre



Our main problems

- without systematic financing to supporting portal

- NO part-time job in 2016 - financing only via projects

- very small active action team

- lost chance to move fast forward with portal - unaccepted big project

- very low measure in evidence sound collection in the Czech Republic

- missing czech interpretation of metadata describing standard

- little bit problem with cooperation through different types of institutions -
different rules (laws, metadata, etc.)

- small amount digitized sound documents - endangered carries

- low feedback from survey

- need to join all ages and colleagues across sound institutions

- good relations and sharing information with Ministry of Culture
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What are our plans?

- work out and fill our Strategy

- translate IASA standards

- collect data from other institution

- continue with survey by students

- help and incite with evidence and cataloguing

- educate: workshops, seminars, tutorials

- prepare data from Czech Radio and Czech TV

- be not only an aggregator but even a knowledge centre
- media promotion

- cooperate with commercial and private subjects

- prepare international projects, especially with Slovakia



Thank you for your attention.

Any questions?
Feel free to ask and contact us.
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Néarodni technickd knihovna
National Library of Technology

Our team at home
Gabriel Gossel
Michal Indrak
lva Horova
Helena Novotna

Katefina Sirova Vojitova
Michal Skopik
Petr Zabicka
Petra Zabickova

www.narodnifonoteka.cz
info@narodnifonoteka.cz




RECORDED SOUND
in Czech Lands
1900-1946




1891-1900: Prehistorie

V teskych zemich se viibec poprvé s Edisonovym
fonografem a fonografickymi valetky' mohli sezna-
mit navitévnici v roce 1891 konané Zemské jubilejni
vystavy v Praze, a to ve stanku berlinského zastou-
peni Edisonowvy spolefnosti, ozdobeném americkou
viajkou (obr. 01). Tento zazrak techniky zde pfedva-
dél uZaslym davim paradoxné inZenyr z konkurenéni
americké firmy Columbia. Dobovy snimek® zachytil
pfi nahravani zabavnych scének a viasteneckych pis-
ni mj. €inoherce Rudolfa Innemanna, komika josefa
Sviba-Malostranského a operntho pévce Viléma
Hese, které mél na klavir doprovazet Adolf Krbssing
{obr. 2). Zadné z tehdy natofenych fonoviletkd se
nezachovaly.

Koncem devatenactého stoleti informoval gesky
tisk o nékolika daldich domacich udalostech spoje-
nych se zaznamenavanim a reprodukovanim zvuku.
V roce 1895 prodavala Edisoniv fonograf na patento-
vany mechanicky pohon (tedy ne pohanény elektric-
kymi €lanky) na Ndrodopisné vjstavé feskoslovanské’
v Praze firma Jand'ourek a Duffek. V prosinci roku 1896
byl v Praze pfedvadén Kinemato-fonograf umoZiu-
jici projekei filmo provazenych zvukem z fonografu
a nahravkami znamych praZskych - bohuZel nejme-
novanyich - prazskych umélct. Casopis Dalibor v roce
1897 referuje, Ze firma Josef Hoffmann, zdvod elek-
trotechnicky na Smichové, zapujcila fonograf firmy
Craphaphone na jedno pfedstaveni ve prospéch Pod-
purné jednoty samastatnych fermesinikdv o Zivnostni-
kuv smichovskych, kteréZ pofadano v sale U €isla1na
Smichové 25. bfezna. Na programu vetera byly napfi-
klad rakouska hymna v podani C. k. vojenské kapely
pésiho pluku ¢, 35 a teské narodni pisné a operni arie
v podani pfednich pévcl prazského Ndrodniho diva-

dio. Podobnych pfedstaveni se jisté konalo vic, ve
viech pfipadech ale 3lo o nekomeréni zaleZitosti, kdy
moZnost zaznamenat a nasledné reprodukovat zvuk
pfedstavovala v podstaté jen zabavnou atrakci.

Podobné nahravani fonovaletkl pouze pro Géely
zabavnych atrakei uréenych obecenstvu, jemui stacilo
slySet napfiklad vlastni hlas okamZité po jeho nahra-
ni, se ale postupné& ménilo na systematickou €innost
firem v oboru, orientovanych na zamozZnéjai a kultur-
néji zamérené vrstvy obyvatelstva. Tuto zménu nepo-
chybné katalyzoval i nastup gramodesky jakoZto dal-
&iho nosite umoZiiujiciho reprodukci zaznamenaného
zvuku a zarovefi pfedstavujiciho mnohem praktigt&jsi
zaznamové médium neZ fonovaletek. S gramodeskou
se mnohem |épe manipulovalo, lépe se skladovala,
nebyla citliva na zmény teploty a na rozdil od fono-
valetkl se dala z matrice snadno kopirovat lisovanim.
Zhruba od roku 1900 tak pfibyla v podobé gramode-
sek fonovaletkim wyznamnd konkurence, ktera je do
konce prvniho desetileti dvacatého stoleti v Evropé
prakticky témeéF dplné wytlacila z trhu.

a) C.ak. fonovéletky

V Eeskych zemich se dovozem fonografi a fono-
valetkd zatala koncem devatenactého stoleti zaby-
vat fada firem sidlicich hlavné ve w&tSich méstech.
V Praze to byla napfiklad firma c. a k. dvorniho optika
a mechanika A. Rosenthala (obr. 03-3, b, c) se sidlem
v ulici Na pfikopech, dale velkoobchod Josefa Vrby
(obr. 04) na adrese Pofit 6, firma Max C. Steinera
(obr. D5) na adrese Pofit 25, tovarni sklad hudebnich
nastroju Vilém Hoffmann (obr. 06-a, 06-b) na Kra-
lovskych Vinohradech, ). Péschl (obr. 07) na adrese

053-a,053-b
EDISON RECORD
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(Fabion Mabkiold. Op. 58, Ma. L}
Vislia Sels

Matrices Edison, 25 cm, 1912-1928

Out of the Czech interpreters, beside ethnic recordings of a few Czech-American bands, we find on these labels only
recordings of Emma Destinnova and Vaga PFihoda,

054
E REKORD
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E.BERLINER'S GRAMOPHONE

1 Swijvynalez fonografu pfihlasi Thomas Alva Edison (1847-1931) k patentovan( v roce 1877, Matrices Arti 25 em, 1928-1932
2 Byl zafazen do prvni v Eetiné vydané knihy vEnované Zivotu a dilu T. A. Edisona ,Edison - jeho Zivot a vynalezy, americké érty od . e
Emila Diirera, vrchniho inZengjra®, Vy3la v nakladatelstvi jos. R. Vilimek, Praha, 1892, Slo o doplnény pfeklad pivedniho francouzského Mal?ufactured by Hermann I'ﬂaasse_n.The,E stands for, electrical?,
wydani z roku 1883, k nému? francouzského autora inspirovala Edisonova wstava v Pafizi téhoZ roku. since the angular flashes either side of the logo suggest that
3 Konala se od 15. kvétna to 31, Fijna 1895, the new technology ofelectrlca.l recording was used in the
production.

Single-sided records, 17 cm, 1900-1901 (recordings in Czech;
These shellac discs recorded in Vienna present historically the
very first recordings of Czech singers.
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