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Piano rolls: general info

Produced mostly in 1890-1932

Different types of rolls (65, 73 and 88 notes)

US became world leader in 1920-1930 

(millions of rolls and titles)

All piano rolls industry stoped before 2WW

Piano rolls extended sound recording heritage with 

unique and rare recordings: famous pianists, world 

popular music, ethnic music

Not fully catalogued and researched until nowadays



Piano rolls: collections and research

Only few state collections known in the world 

(Vienna, Berlin, Washington, Maryland, Los Angeles, 

San Francisco)

Rich and valuable privat collections (mostly in US) 

are difficult to access and research

Need of a special instrument ïpianola or player 

piano ïto play and research rolls

Digitizing process have many discussions and 

sometimes is not the best way for preservation of 

recorded music (dublicate? re-play? scan? photo?)



Piano rolls: what it is?



Piano rolls: registries and catalogues



Piano rolls: archives and libraries



Piano rolls: archives and libraries



Collecting and describing
Preservation and digitization
Instrument restoration
Research library
Collaboration

Piano rolls: archives and libraries



Piano rolls: an instrument

Upright pianola

Push up pianola



Piano rolls: copying process

Up to 16 rolls
(QRS Buffalo factory)



Piano rolls: scanning

scanning speed using the Ethernet microcontroller 
interface is about 250 scan lines/sec
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Piano rolls: scanning


