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Piano rolls: general info

Produced mostly in 1890-1932
Different types of rolls (65, 73 and 88 notes)

US became world leader in 1920-1930
(millions of rolls and titles)

All piano rolls industry stoped before 2WW
Piano rolls extended sound recording heritage with
unique and rare recordings: famous pianists, world

popular music, ethnic music

Not fully catalogued and researched until nowadays



Piano rolls: collections and research

Only few state collections known in the world
(Vienna, Berlin, Washington, Maryland, Los Angeles,
San Francisco)

Rich and valuable privat collections (mostly in US)
are difficult to access and research

Need of a special instrument I pianola or player
piano T to play and research rolls

Digitizing process have many discussions and
sometimes is not the best way for preservation of
recorded music (dublicate? re-play? scan? photo?)



Piano rolls: what it is?
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Piano rolls: registries and catalogues

THE BILLINGS ROLLOGRAFPHY

YOLUME ONE
QRS WORD ROLLS, 99-6000

PLAYER PIANO MUSIC
FROM 1917 TO 1934

Ginny and Bob Billings Mechanical Music Reggistry Projeect

Wourlitzer-Apollo Era DeKalb Factory Output Database Report
Serial Numbers 105,000 to 107,599 (latter part of 1927 to latter part of 1928)

This three-volume set has been compiled,

edited, written, typeset, reproduced, bound Grouped by Year and Instrument Type; Indexed on Serial Number
and published by Sunday, August 11, 2013
ROCK SOUP Ledger information courtesy of Q. David Bowers and the Archives Deptartment, Smithsonian Institute
Ginn}-‘ and Boh B'I"'II‘I_I:_'S Copyright © 2013 by Mechanical Music Press, et, al. - All Rights Reserved
1518 Sunnyslope Avenue Total items listed in this report: 2424

Belmont, CA 94002

Style Notes: 1. Undecipherable or missing characters and/or digits are indicated with a tilde or swung dash (~) character.

2. Editor's comments and/or additions to the text are shown in "[]" brackets.

Copyright © 1990 by Ginny and Bob Billings
A‘ “ l"lllh[ﬂ l‘-E-ﬁtE'l'\."E'd. il’lfl'le.iI‘lE; H’I-E‘ I."I I'.‘:l"l.[ I.'llé l“-E'pl“Dd.'Llf [iﬂl’l 'm_ W |"'I.I.'l|-E' oF 'm_ Pﬂ it 'm ANV ﬁ.'ll"l"l!. 3. All pianos shown in the report were manufactured in Wurlitzer's DeKalb, lllincis, factory. However, any and all Wurlitzer North
= - iy - - Tonawanda factory output, such as coin pianos, photoplayers, organettes, mortuary organs, and theater organ pianocs, are

Fublished in the United States {'lf America h}' Gin I"l‘:.-' and Bob Bill in_gs specifically excluded from this report. Also excluded are blank unassigned serial numbers

4. The original ledger material has been slightly edited and obvious spelling errors and omissions corrected, but in all instances the
original intent has been preserved. Otherwise the reader would be confronted with an endless number or annoying (sic) notations.

1927 Ledger Sale/Shipping Date Entries

Style 703 EE Piano
S/N Style Name and/or Typ Finish Ledger Date

105468 Style 703 EE Piano Brown Mahogany 12/14/1927
Destination: Greenville, Tex.

105500 Style 703 EE Piano Brown Mahogany 11/30/1927
Destination: Atlanta, Ga

Total Items for Style 703 EE Piano: 2

Style 707 Piano
S/N Style Name and/or Typ Finish Ledger Date




Piano rolls: archives and libraries

ETHNOMUSICOLOGY
REVIEW

Sounding Board Archive
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Highlights from the Ethnomusicology Archive: the
Robert Berkman collection

Submitted by Maureen Russell on August 8 2013 - 8:3%m

Robert "Bob" Berkman is one of a handful of performing pianclists in
the world today. Instead of the purely mechanical renditions often
associated with the player piano, Berkman's performances sparkle
with life and emotion through his expert manipulation of the pianola's
subtle controls. In addition to his performance expertise, Berkman
worked at one of the last companies that produced piano rolls, and is
a well-known collector of piano ralls and an expert in the subject. He
donated an important collection of piano rolls to the UCLA Ethnomusicology Archive. The collection
includes a wide variety of musical traditions, including Spanish, Greek, Polish, Czech, ltalian, Hungarian,
and German piano rolls.

Author, topic

What's New

More Ethnomusicology
Archive recordings now
online on California Light
and Sound on the Internet
Archive

The UCLA
Ethnomusicology
Archive is
pleased to
announce that
more recordings from the
Archive's collections are now
available online as part of the
California Light and Sound
Collection on the Internet
Archive. California Light and
Sound iz a project of the...

Thinking Historically,
Being Present: Kuwait,
Summer 2016

SEARCH



Piano rolls: archives and libraries

;f:‘ STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

My Account Feedback Staff login

About v Libraries v+ Using the libraries v+ Collections ~

Research support »

Home » About > Projects > The Player Piano Project

The Player Piano Project
presented by the
Stanford Department of Music & Archive of Recorded Sound

The Player Piano Project promotes study and research into all aspects relating to the player piano and
organ, especially as they relate to historically informed performance practice of the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. The Project seeks to bring together researchers, musicians, and others
interested in contributing to knowledge of the player piano and organ.

._‘ soundarchive@stanfo...

Stanford's new player piano collection brings sounds of histo... 4

The Player Piano A
Project

About the Project
Collections
Audio [ Video
Press

Links

Contacts




Piano rolls: archives and libraries

April 17-18, 2015

REACTIONS& RECORD

’
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2015 Reactions to the Record Symposium:
The Player Piano Project

ot vome f scredu I paricpans J orecions J Regsaion

Testimonials | Reviews

2015 HOME
OVERVIEW
PAST SYMPOSIA Overview

The 2015 Reactions to the Record symposium will take place April 17-18 in Braun
Music Center on the Stanford University campus and will focus on an exciting new
initiative at Stanford, The Player Piano Project. It will feature a concert with the

Collectlng and deSCI’IbIng Stanford Syn}phom Orchestlra in Bing ancen Hall on Saturday, April 1§th that will

showcase this remarkable historical medium. The Player Piano Project is an

Preservation and d|g|tlzat|0 outgrowth of the Reactions to the Record events and a collaborative effort of the

Stanford Department of Music and the Archive of Recorded Sound with support from

|nStI’umeﬂt resto ratlon individuals and institutions around the globe.

H Reactions to the Record highlights work in performance practice that engages
ResearCh Ilbrary historical recordings as vital source material. Central to this interest are

CO||abOI’ati0n performances inspired by historical models and efforts toward revival. Presentations
in related areas include cultural studies in performance, methodologies of
performance analysis, and performance in historical narrative.




Piano rolls: an instrument
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Piano rolls: copying process
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Piano rolls: scanning

scanning speed using the Ethernet microcontroller
interface is about 250 scan lines/sec



Piano rolls: scanning
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